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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SCSDB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

December 2, 2014 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 at 10:45 

a.m. in the BB&T Board Room in Walker Hall on the SCSDB campus, Spartanburg, South Carolina.  

Chairman Dobson called the meeting to order and stated that proper notification of the meeting had been 

made according to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act.  He welcomed everyone to the 

meeting and asked President McCraw to introduce the guests in attendance.      

 

 MEMBERS PRESENT 

 Robert A. Dobson, III, Chairman 

 Phyllis H. Alexander 

 Edward B. Bible 

 W. Scott Brawley 

 William R. Byars 

 Cynthia A. Downs 

 David J. Gundling 

 Cynthia S. Holland 

 Robert H. Morrow 

  

 MEMBERS ABSENT 

 Tara P. Carroll, Ex-officio 

 John Payne, Ex-officio 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  STAFF IN ATTENDANCE  

 Page McCraw, Interim President 

   Ann Akerman 

   Monique Callaham 

   Linda Coon 

   Travis Durham   

   Scott Falcone 

   Mary Hayes 

   Brenda Knapp 

   Sara Kollock 

   Page McCraw 

   Scott Ramsey 

   John Reynolds 

   Trad Robinson 

   Katie Rice 

   Charlie Tillotson 

    

   INTERPRETER 

   Melba Bishop 

 

   GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

   Kristin Barber 

   Doug Smith 

  

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2014 Board meeting (see attachment #1 to the 

December 2, 2014 agenda) was made by Mr. Brawley and seconded by Mr. Gundling. The minutes were 

unanimously approved as submitted. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President McCraw began her report with the results of a State OHR audit in which the school received an 

excellent rating.  During her report, President McCraw focused on three areas where the board has 

previously requested updates. These areas included the Dual Language Program, the Outreach office, and 

the Satellite programs. She also touched on the upcoming holiday leave schedule for staff and the brief 
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changes that would occur but hopefully be met with positive results.  Lastly, President McCraw informed 

the board she would provide a brief update during executive session regarding a letter received form a past 

employee.  

 

      FISCAL UPDATE 

 Mr. Tillotson reviewed the financial information that was mailed prior to the Board meeting (see 

 attachment #2 to the December 2, 2014 agenda).  He made the board aware that the Expense total on the 

 Statement of Expenses was consistent with last year’s total.  Mr. Tillotson reminded the Board of the solid 

 balance sheet  and the multiple dependable sources of revenue which he concluded spoke to the good 

 work the school was continuing to produce. 

 

BOARD POLICY: SECTION F 

The following proposed revised SCSDB policies (see attachment #3 to the December 2 2014 agenda) were 

reviewed with the Board by Mr. Ramsey: 

 

FA Facilities Development Goals/Priority Objectives 

FB Facilities Planning 

FF Naming Facilities 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Brawley, seconded by Dr. Downs and unanimously passed that the above 

policies as a whole be accepted as amended with the proposed revisions. 

 

      LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Mr. Ramsey reported we are continuing to stay in close touch with our contacts in Columbia.  He noted 

that State Legislatures would be back in session the second Tuesday in January. Mr. Ramsey reminded the 

Board that the Budget Hearing with the Ways and Means committee would take place in February. As a 

last remark, he stated that the local delegation remains very supportive of SCSDB and continues willing to 

help in any way they can.  

 

THE WALKER FOUNDATION UPDATE 

Ms. Akerman updated the Board on the work of The Walker Foundation on behalf of the agency.  She 

reported on various activities and initiatives happening across the state. Some special events included the 

upcoming Annual Lion’s Club Holiday luncheon on December 15, 2014 and the 5th Annual “So You 

Think You Can Cook Chili Cook-off” being held on January 24, 2015. One initiative Ms. Akerman spoke 

of included the Student School Drive happening at various locations of John Harris Body Shop which will 

not only raise money for the school but will also include an internship opportunity for a student this 

coming Summer. On campus, the “Too Cool for My School Book Club,’ Campaign which was made 

possible through a Dollar General grant, allows for each student to take a book home every month.  On a 

solemn note, Ms. Akerman expressed her sorrow for the passing of an emeritus board member of The 

Walker Foundation, Martha C. Chapman. 

 

PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Chairman Dobson briefed the board on the status of the presidential search. He reported that the 

committee is waiting on input from Mr. Joe Finnegan in regards to the position description before a final 

submission can be made to State OHR. He is hopeful that a new position description will enable a higher 
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salary range to be offered to the incoming candidate. Mr. Dobson expressed his disappointment in the 

delay of the search but would like for the committee to meet again before the end of the year.  

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

Ms. Rice called attention to various events on campus and around the community that may be of particular 

interest to the Board, in addition to inviting them to attend the Holiday Staff Drop-In that will be held 

December 17, 2014, Ms. Rice made them aware of the SC Regional Braille Challenge taking place on 

February 5, 2015, as well as the Spartanburg Philharmonic Master Class for Kids on February 12, 2015.  

 

DATE/TIME/PLACE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

Future meetings of the board are scheduled as follows: 

 February 25, 2015 2015……Outreach Building, Columbia, S.C. 

 May 5, 2015………………...SCSDB, Spartanburg, S.C. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made by Judge Byars, seconded by Mr. Gundling and unanimously passed to move into 

Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel and contractual matters and to receive legal 

advice. 

 

A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously passed to move out of Executive Session. 

 

Chairman Dobson stated that no action was taken in Executive Session. 

 

Mrs. Holland made the following motion: 

 

‘I make a motion that the board authorizes the president to terminate all contracts and/or agreements 

between Cumming and the School and negotiate an amicable resolution to any and all claims. In the event 

that the President is unable to negotiate an amicable resolution to any and all claims the Board authorizes 

the president to give proper written notice of its termination of all contracts and/ or agreements with 

Cumming.” 

 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Gundling and unanimously passed as proposed.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:50 pm  

       

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       

      Robert A. Dobson, III, Chairman   

       

 

       

      Phyllis H. Alexander, Secretary 

 


